
Trackmaster’s Report 

Celebrate Fairfax – June 5-7, 2009 

 

The Trackers’ effort at Celebrate Fairfax began with loading in at 6 PM on Thursday, June 4.  Because of 

the heavy rainfall, we had to use the loading dock at the front of the building, trucking equipment through 

the building to the Forum.  The trailer arrived thanks to the diligent efforts of Glenn MacKinnon and Skip 

Scheetz.  Set up activity proceeded steadily, and the layout was operational by 10 PM Thursday night, 

although some scenery was not complete. 

 

 
 

New scenery items which debuted at the show included Bernie Gross’s village scene at the foot of a 

mountain, and the meticulously refurbished Virginia 2-foot bridges, courtesy of Don Roberts. 

 

On Friday evening, Trackers began to arrive at 5 PM in anticipation of the beginning of the Fair.  

Unfortunately, the rainy weather did not clear until late afternoon, and Friday night crowds were sparse.  

During the course of the evening, there were seldom, if ever, more than 10 visitors on the floor of the 

Forum area at any one time, and most times, the Trackers in attendance outnumbered the spectators.  A 

relaxed atmosphere prevailed for most of the evening, and we enjoyed the fireworks display. 

 

By Saturday morning the skies were cleared up, and the Trackers got things going prior to the 10 AM 

opening of the Fair.  Crowds were quite heavy at times as fair goers used the seating in the Forum as a 

place to rest.  During the day, layout staffing was sparse, and on Saturday night, most of the Trackers left 

early.  Many thanks to Bob Bitzer, Steve Kehn, and Matthew Kehn for staying to the end of the evening 

on Saturday night.  It was tough to keep an eye on the layout with so few Trackers present. 

 

On Sunday, once again the weather was nice.  Sunday morning staffing was sparse, as most module 

owners did not appear until later in the day.  The show proceeded smoothly for the most part, and most of 

the module owners arrived during the course of the day in anticipation of teardown at 6 PM.   

 

  



 
 

Module providers included Scott Bennyhoff, Joe Helsing, George Tsakiris, Bob Easton, Ed Beaver, 

Matthew Kehn, Ben Sisson, Claire Eudy, and myself.  Jim Warrington provided scenery which included 

his “Tin Can Alley” display, which generated significant positive comments during the course of the 

weekend. 

 



 

 

I appreciated the attendance of Trackers without modules who also came and ran trains.  These included 

new member Dave Bonner, Phil Barbara, Bob Bitzer, Ben Saxx, Dave Sealing, Cadence Hinnant with his 

dad Shannon, Riley Jarvis with his mom Beth and friend Richard, and my friend, Nicholas Smoot, who 

spent much of the day Saturday helping me keep two trains running on one side of the layout.  Thanks 

also to George Sisson, who provided much support throughout the weekend. 

 

 

Rick Eudy 

 

 


