
Fairfax Station Show Report 

 

Fairfax Station held their 20th annual trains show December 5
th
 & 6

th 
2009.  We arrived 

for set-up about 6:30 PM Friday.  Because it is a small show, I had the corners, and we 

would not need most of the items in the trailer Jack Frost decided to bring what he 

thought we would need rather than the trailer.  That turned out to be a good decision 

because of the limited parking and the snow. 

 

Those present for the set up were the members who brought modules: Bernie Gross, Jack 

Frost, Frank Hale, Tom Hargis and myself.  Junior member Cadence Hinnant and his dad 

Shannon as well as Passenger Dave Bonner arrived to lend a helping hand.  Rick Eudy 

brought some jumpers over for Tom Hargis and he too lent a hand with the set up.  Don 

Roberts had to work so he brought over his module to my house earlier.  The layout went 

up well except for two problems.  The first was a mechanical problem.  The new trim 

corners are only 32” deep and I had a 36” module on either side.  (Note to other track 

masters – not everyone has a 24” deep module.  I know that but it didn’t cross my mine to 

ask before I made the plan) I moved my module into the back space which solved that 

problem. 

 

Frank hooked up his Legacy and had a train running on the outer loop.  When I tried a 

train on the inner loop I found we had a short.  That was the second problem.  We 

thought we had isolated the problem to the track on one of Tom Hargis’s Potomac Yard 

modules.  It was time to leave for the evening so I brought my other module in early 

Saturday morning.  With the help of Jeff Mitulla (he took over for Clem for planning and 

coordinating the clubs) I traded out Tom’s module for mine.  After making the electrical 

connection the short was back.  I next changed out the last jumper I connected with one 

of mine and the problem was solved.  After the show started we took the non Frank Hale 

jumper to the Loco Doctor (Dan Danielson).  He found that two wires had been cross 

wired on one plug.  I won’t mention who did the soldering but I’m sure the cat will be out 

of the bag on this one. 

 

With an extra 24” module I made an early morning decision to swap modules around and 

leave the 36” module out of the layout.  This would give us a little more space and having 

The Potomac Yard module on the end next to the wall was the original design providing 

storage space for trains waiting to be run. 

 

Everyone showed up to finish the set-up and we had trains running by show time.  Frank 

Hale had overextended him self and was feeling a bit run down so he decided to stay 

home. (Wise Move)  His module with the Candy Factory, Hershey Plant and the Toy 

Factory were all set from the evening before.  He had the Toy Factory operating on a 

push button for the visitors.  It ws good to see Frank wanting to get right back into the 

saddle but perhaps 3 months out was a little too much too soon.  He arrived Sunday 

afternoon in time to run trains.  He had his Santa Fe running using the Legacy System on 

the same track as Don Roberts’s Polar Express which was running on conventional 

power.  Toward the end of the show we had the 7 Dwarf train belonging to Bernie Gross 



and a Mickey & Minnie hand car belonging to Dave Bonner and my Santa hand car all 

running on the inner loop. 

 

On the end of the layout facing the public Bernie had a marching band, an animated ice 

hockey game, and an animated snow ball fight.  Jack Frost used his 36” deep modules to 

display a winter scene using his porcelain houses. Don Roberts brought his engine service 

station.  He brought the Polar Express he brought the Hog wart Express and a couple 

Beeps to run.  He teamed up with Bernie’s Beeps which then had a representative of all 

the services to pull flat cars loaded with tanks complete with Christmas bows on the 

barrels.  Bernie and his wife Lyn were up late tying bows on the tanks the I had my usual 

farm with the Christmas tree lot.   On one corner I had Sir Topham Hatt on a push button 

for the kids to push.  Another corner was decorated with a winter scene by our junior 

member Cadence Hinnant.  He brought a coupe of trains to run; one was his Alaska Line 

switcher. 

 

Our newest junior member Josh and his dad, John showed up to run a train. Dave Bonner 

brought a couple of trains.  One was a vintage (MPC) Blue Comment which ran at 

“Lionel Speed” on the outer 042 curves without a problem.  Jim Warrington brought a 

pre-war train to run.  He told me that the run was in memory of my in-laws, Evelyn and 

Bill Dillon.  He had known them from the mid 1960’s.  The next train he ran jumped the 

track and I was informed “that was in memory of Krash Wilson”. 

 

Sometime during the show members Bill Buschmeier and John Zampino came by to see 

how things were going.  It was good to visit and reminisce with them about past shows. 

 

About mid day Saturday Kay, from Fairfax Station presented us with a small gift of a 

flash light. Soon thereafter the station lost power.  Some think we lost power because of 

the flash lights, some (Jack Frost) thought it was because I had grown a pony tail, and 

still others thought a branch took out a power line (most probable).  The consensus was, 

no matter the cause, it was the Track Master’s fault we lost power.  Power was restored 

after an hour and a half or so. 

 

Sunday we arrive early to make up for lost time but for a change we did not have any 

early visitors.  Sunday was a good day for the station.  The weather was better and the 

crowd was good.  The show ended at 4PM Sunday and we began to tear down.  Everyone 

was loaded up and on their way home by 6.  Jack Frost had to leave before we were done 

but had arraigned for his son-in-law, Ron to take the Tracker’s material. 

 

It was a good show.  I asked if the smoke had bothered any of the HO club members and 

were told they had noticed the smoke a little on Saturday but not on Sunday.  Everyone 

had a good time and I hope felt they had sufficient run time.  More that one person from 

Fairfax Station commented that the new corners created more space for the spectators to 

move around in and thanked me for building them. 

 

Track Master 

Thom McKinney 


