
B&O Show Report  
12/24/11-12/31/11 
 

 
 
The B&O Museum was closed to the public on Christmas Eve, but they let us in at 9 AM 
to set up, as there was no visitors coming on this day, we had the place to ourselves until 
we were done.:) 
 
Chris Young arrived with the Maryland trailer on time, as did the rest of the crew: Ed 
Beaver, Bob Bitzer, Rich Colton, Bob Easton with Potomac Yards, Tom Hargis, Andrew 
Israel, Fred Koester, Fred Rossmark, Barry Sheehe, Bill Hakkarinen, John Harper, Steve 
and Matthew Kehn, and Chick Keenan. 
 
The 2011 B&O layout was our biggest layout we have ever had on the turntable of the 
B&O Museum: 49’x45’! With all the help things went together rather quickly and we had 
no trouble, we even had enough skirting! We used the newly restored Crescent Wide 
Radius curves, and they worked well. The bigger turns required a bigger make-up piece 
in Pot Yards, which Assistant Trackmaster Ed Beaver designed and built, and it worked 
perfectly, thanks Ed!  
 
For the first time at the B&O we had Geezer Gates, two of them, one on either side of Pot 
Yards: a big thanks to Barry Sheehe for making the one for the Trackers, and John 
Harper for letting us use one of his. The Geezer Gates made a big difference and were 
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really helpful in getting in and out during the show, but even more so before and after the 
show, when we were moving equipment and people in and out through those open 
hatches.  
 
The systems all worked very well. TMCC/Legacy was nearly perfect, the Legacy Cab-2 
remote’s range is less than the Cab-1, and I would loose communication with the base if I 
were on the other side of the layout, 40-50’ away, closer in I was fine. DCS was nearly 
perfect, DCS gets better and better ever year at the B&O as the filters get on more and 
more modules. We did have a TIU that a wiring post fell off of as it was removed from 
the box. Steve Kehn checked it out and there was an internal nut that had vibrated loose; 
it was a simple fix, but heads up to the Trackmasters reading this. We also had a TMCC 
Command base fall to the floor, I thought it was a goner until I found a part that had 
popped off the side, a fuse I believe, I popped it back in and off we went, good as new.  
 
Train operations were good. Most time on the outer loop we had two or three trains 
running at one time, the two inner loops most times had two trains running in each loop, 
or someone running conventional. 
 
Pot Yards got a major overhaul from Steve Kehn and Bob Easton between the 
Kensington show and B&O show. Steve and Bob gave it all a good going over and 
rewired some of the modules, and installed two new Ross Custom Switches, to replace K-
Line switches that had become inoperable. The Ross switches seemed to work great! Pot 
yards worked great, probably the best I have seen Pot yards work at the B&O ever. 
Thanks Steve and Bob for all the hard work, and transporting the modules! 
 
We had some new participants this year with new Modules: Bill Hakkarinen had a nice 
12 foot double level bridge with a lot of action, this was a kid magnet. Rich Colton has a 
handsome pair of modules featuring Mount Rushmore and a patriotic NYC Hudson river 
scene. Fred Rossmark had a new module with a coaling tower and yard. Barry Sheehe 
had two modules with a lot of Pittsburgh items and action on it. Fred Koester had two 
new modules for a total of four: a grain tower operation. These new modules were all a 
big hit with the crowd, and the Trackers too.  
 
Trackers Skip and Carl, long time participants in the B&O show were sorely missed this 
year. I am hoping to see them back in the Roundhouse for the 2012 show. More than a 
few people stopped by and asked about them. 
 
Staffing was pretty good over the course of the 6 day show. I’d like to thank Bob Bitzer 
who even with a bad cold was there most every day, and thanks to Bill Hakkarinen who 
spent a lot of time there as well.  We had people come to run or stop by that did not have 
modules in the show: Phil Barbara, John Zampino, Joe Helsing, Steve Goebel, Tony 
Duncanson, Mike Fistere, Doug List, Frank Coneglio, Dave Sealing, Jack Frost, and 
George Tsakiris. Runners and visitors are always welcome!  
 
One day, Phil Barbara brought in a new Lionel Legacy Hudson engine and was putting it 
through its paces, a teen from the crowd called out and asked Phil if he wanted some 
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assistance as he had the same loco at home. Phil invited the teen to come into the layout 
and he spent several hours hanging out with us. His name is Matt Flanagan, and Matt 
came back with a train to run on another day, helped on take down day, and wound up 
joining the club at the January meeting! We also had another new member join at the 
February meeting that saw us at the B&O! 
 
Attendance at the B&O was good, lots of families and young boys and girls. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy our layout, many nice comments were made. 
 
Thanks to Ed Beaver for helping me with the show! Assistant Trackmaster Ed Beaver 
and I alternated days so that one us was there every day to supervise, bring fresh donuts, 
restock the cooler, and make sure everyone was getting enough running time.  
 
Takedown went well, the show ended at 4PM, we were gone by 5:10PM. Thanks to Dave 
Sealing for picking up Crash 1. 
 
On the Tracker website under the Video tab there is a neat video that Bill Hakkarenin 
took from a train riding around our layout, if you haven’t seen it worth watching. 
 
And a big thanks to EVERYONE who participated, let’s do it again next Christmas! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Craig N. Schelle 
Trackmaster 
 
 
 
 
 


