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The Show proved very successful with improved attendance and a 
marked increase in food and monies donated to a local charity. The 
noticeable increase was directly due to Clem Clement and his 
antique car hobby. Last fall at a Manassas Car rally Clem had a 
chance meeting with the Mayor and the rest is history. Clem and I 
met with Mayor Parrish and his staff several weeks before the show 
and discussed ways to promote the event at the Candy Factory. The 
meeting resulted in newspaper ads, flyers. website advertising and 
even advertising on the VRE train and their website. All in all the 
extra exposure paid dividends even with a few glitches with the time 
and date in some of the advertisements.  
 
The show was full of firsts. This year new layouts were used for both 
the O gauge and Standard Gauge layouts. The change did not go 
unnoticed. The standard gauge sported a new Bridge that included 
homemade copper rails and elevated track to and from the bridge. 
Two loops allowed several trains to be run continuously. 
 
The O gauge layout was a wide bottle shape with lots of curves. The 
new Power House Cabinet was in use and was noticed and 
commented on by many spectators. Several upgrades to the Power 
House, based on some good feedback, were made prior to the show. 
The cabinet was lowered 10 inches, new and wider wheels replaced 
the old wheels, extra handles were added on each side.  Probably the 
biggest noticeable difference was the three smokestacks with the 
National Capital Tracker sign attached ala the Lionel Tinplate Power 
House. The Power House worked as expected. DCS/TMCC/Legacy 
were all in use.  A pleasant surprise was the use of the Programming 
Track for Legacy and TMCC engines right along with DCS engines.  
Because of the dialogue with the Mayor’s office we were asked and 
provided special showings for two different groups on Tuesday 
the13th.  An organization, primarily involved with folks with 
disabilities (Dislake), escorted folks to the Candy Factory Layout 
from 12 Noon to 2:30 PM and then a group of seniors from an 
Assisted Living Home rounded out the next two hours. This all 
occurred prior to the normal 5-8 PM open hours. Needless to say to 
was a long day but very rewarding for all who participated. 
 
We did use last years’ donation of Dept 56 Dickens Village buildings. 
They looked great and covered two modules. Bear handled the 
decorations. 
 



As usual the food provided for dinner each day was very special and 
of course a big hit with the kids was Santa Claus thanks to Bear 
Bailey.  A very nice touch appreciated by many families and their 
kids.  
 
On the down side for the show we did have some sort of  
interference every now and then. Both DCS and Legacy  
experienced strange things happening such as phone  
conversations being heard through engine speakers  
and unexplained readouts on hand-held remotes. The VA  
corners need some work. Pocket screws are loose or  
missing, wood is broken and track is bent. This is  
primarily on the Creech”s Corners not the original VA  
Corners. 
 
Teardown was delayed a bit due to spectators but everything was 
loaded and the doors closed by 6 PM Saturday evening. The show 
was scheduled to close at 4 PM. As I mentioned some mix up 
occurred in the newspaper advertisements. Some folks were still 
trying to see the Trains as we loaded the trailer. 
 
We were interviewed by a reporter from the Washington Post  
(Prince William Office). I believe Sunday’s edition might have had 
some reference to the show. We also had another local paper talk to 
us on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Regis 


