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As usual the Winter Wonderland Train Show took place at the Manassas Candy 

Factory across from the Manassas RR station in downtown Manassas. Mayor 

Parrish and his staff were 100% behind the show and provided advertisement 

on the Manassas City and the Candy Factory websites prior to the event. The 

Mayor found time to stop by the show on Wednesday evening and spent time 

enjoying trains like everyone 

else. The Candy Factory is 

actually a three story restored 

building currently used as a 

Preforming Arts center by the 

city. Our layouts are always 

located on the top floor of the 

building in a beautifully 

restored room about 40’ X 60’ in 

size. Multiple windows overlook 

the Norfolk Southern tracks 

located alongside the building.  

NS freight trains, Amtrak passenger trains and of course the VRE commuter 

trains add a completely different dimension to our show.   

The show provided plenty of firsts for spectators and NCT members. A new 

layout featuring the “Y” Tees was used with both two foot bridges (back to back) 

connecting two separate rectangles. Justin provided his new crossover switch 

modules that functioned as a yard for assembling trains for both the outside 

and inside loops. A similar setup was used at the Kena Temple show. The 

concept works to perfection and provides easy access to both loops minimizing 

interruptions when changing trains. As the layout was assembled a major 

track short had to be TS. We finally identified the problem and it was a Jones 

plug that shorted when a male plug was inserted. I’m happy to say the problem 

did not cause any operational down time since a temporary workaround was 

used. All operational controls were in use and functioned as advertised. We 

were even able to operate a 4 engine lash-up utilizing DCS and it worked to 

perfections. Four 0-6-0 engines with a caboose consist in tow. Scenery on 

modules was outstanding as usual. A Winter Holiday theme dominated every 

module. Special thanks go to Jackson Van Ness and Cadence Hinnant, two of 



our youngest members, for providing excellent decorations for multiple corners 

and the “Y” tees.   

Besides the “O” gauge layout the show also features a beautiful Standard gauge 

layout that is built on tables covered with white tablecloths. The layout size is 

29’ X 8’ and features multiple loops of track with sidings. All of the track and 

trains were provided by Clem, Dan and Hope. They also assembled and 

operated the layout every day.  Once the layout is operational the Candy 

Factory/Recreational Department staff decorates the tabletops with buildings 

and scenery again following Winter Holiday theme. An exceptional layout that 

introduces rarely seen toy trains to the public.  Its’ not uncommon for Clem to 

operate trains built in the early years of the 20th century.  

One of the unique features of the show is the FOOD. Since the show is open 

during the evenings, 5-8PM on Wed-Fri evenings, food has always been a 

tradition. Various members provide a variety of dishes for everyone’s 

enjoyment. The back room of the facility provides ample space for serving and 

enjoying the repast. This year the menu featured a different selection each 

night starting with Smoked BBQ, a Special Chicken Soup, Baked Ziti, Swedish 

Meatballs with a Potato Casserole and Cold Cut Sandwiches. The desserts 

every night were in their own category. Everything from Apple Crisp, a variety 

of Cupcakes, and Cookies / Pastries of every description. Truly something 

Yummy every day! A special thanks to all that made the effort providing the 

food. Well Done Trackers! 

With the expanded show hours this year, Sunday was added, ample running 

time was available for all participants and those who dropped by to enjoy the 

layout and run their special trains. Most Legacy engines worked beautifully. 

Whistles with steam! WOW! One of the mainstays of the Candy factory show of 

course is Santa Claus. Bear Bailey donned his Santa suit both Saturday and 

Sunday to the delight of a lot of young 

folks and their parents. This year Santa 

had a special ELF assistant, thanks to 

Martha Van Ness. 

The show proved very successful this 

year. I have never seen so many children 

enjoying all of the trains both old and 

new. The charity the Candy Factory 

sponsors every year is SERVE, which 

supports the needy in the Manassas area. 



Admission to the show is either a can of food or a $$ donation. This year the 

total money collected was $570 with the food donations filling a major area of 

the entry way. The final attendance count by the building security was 1681 

folks. From my point of view everyone enjoyed running their trains on this type 

of layout. Plenty of smiles were evident both from inside and outside the layout. 

The track configuration especially on the inner loop required an engineer’s full 

attention since a section of track on the bridge supported two way traffic. I am 

happy to say everyone operated their trains flawlessly with one exception. I 

must admit I proved the old adage true.  Talking and running trains are really 

mutually exclusive! 

 


