
The Enchanted Forest 

November 16-18 2012 
Westin Hotel, Tyson’s Corner 

 
This was our fifth annual appearance at The Enchanted Forest, a charity fund raising event put 
on by The Junior League of Northern Virginia.  We were successful and had much fun running 
our trains to a pretty much “packed house”.  We were in the same room as last year, “The 
Pines”, a long and narrow room. 

 
We set up a 29.3’ X 9.3’ layout using Thom McKinney’s small 
radius corner modules, which allowed  us to add two additional 
modules (total of 14).  We got into our room early this year at 
2:30pm.  Setup went smoothly with everyone pitching in and 
helping with off-loading from the trailer.  George Tsakiris came 
by and helped us.  We used the “Power House” again this year 
locating it outside the layout, to the right rear, due to limited in-
side space. 
 
The Junior League was happy with the larger-than-normal 
crowds, about 800+ on Saturday.  The Sunday crowd was again 
quite large, with shortened hours (10am-1pm).  The layout per-
formed very well.  We ran a lot of conventional trains and some 
DCS and TMCC command trains.  The tight corners did not per-
mit large locomotives. 
 
We had a beautiful layout with much seasonal scenery.  Rich’s 
impressive modules (Mt Rushmore, et. Al.) were a hit.  Harold 
Pavelka brought his beautiful railroad bridge module and Joe Lo-

cascio had impressive urban modules complete with a pedestrian crossover bridge.  Frank and 
Giovanni Congelio decorated their two modules beauti-
fully and provided scenery for corner modules.  Jim 
McDermott had a nice Holiday urban scene while John 
Masiyoski, Chick Keenan and Roger Neighborgall had 
attractive seasonal scenes. 
 
Much thanks goes to Assistant Trackmaster John Masi-
yoski for his help with the Tracker equipment and overall 
show support.  We had excellent support from all partici-
pants with the takedown and loading of equipment. 
 
The Junior League was very happy with our involvement as we continue to be a major draw for 
the event.  They provided a contribution check 
to the Trackers on Sunday.  We will schedule 
this show for November 2013.  They indicated 
a possible venue change for 2013 that would 
be in the same general locale.  They will keep 
us informed on this matter. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Joe Helsing, Trackmaster 


