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The ‘Big Train Show’ – what the sign said along Route 123 in Fairfax, VA – was again another 
outstanding event with large crowds in attendance throughout the weekend. In addition to our O-
gauge set up, the show featured displays for 9 different gauges from Z to full scale: Z, N, HO, S, 
lego, O, standard, G, and a full scale Southern Railway caboose. Running layouts could be found 
both inside and on the grounds of the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum plus two running layouts 
inside the caboose. The weather was so cooperative that 6 or more antique automobiles adorned 
the front yard of the museum. 
 
Members of the National Capital Trackers 
participate in a number of different ways during 
the show. We of course operated a 8-module 
layout featuring a variety of trains that smoked, 
chugged, and made all kinds of sounds – a real hit 
with the audience – both child and adult alike. 
Four of the modules (two from John & Nik M. 
and two from Joe and Mona H. – yes I said Mona 
who was there for setup Friday and all day 
Sunday – Thanks Mona) were decorated with 
winter village scenes with wonderful ceramic 
buildings, moving skaters & carolers, horse drawn 
sleigh, and kids playing in the ‘snow’. Frank H.’s Reese’s Pieces factory was in full production 
mode just down the street from an active service station and hardware store, the latter seeming to 
be on fire. Yikes! Rich C. had two modules – one served as a staging area at the rear of the 
layout and the other showed a vista of Yosemite National Park. While the total area for the 
layout is rather limited, because of the small size of the museum, it is made very functional by 
the four custom, small radius corners provided by Thom McK. Speaking of Thom, he and Frank 
also worked to resurrect an old American Flyer S gauge layout which featured some 
electromechanical units – log and barrel loaders – also popular with the kids.  

 
Dan D. and his wife Hope had a wonderful standard gauge set-up running around a decorated 
tree. Their layout also featured a number of tinplate buildings including an industrial power 



station and numerous model cars. Jim W. brought vintage tinplate trains to run on both the 
standard and O gauge layouts. Others participating in the standard layout were Clem and 
Matthew K. Stephen and Matthew also helped with the teardown of both layouts. 
 

Speaking of Dan and Clem, both served as train 
doctors during the show and were kept 
extremely busy (more than usual). They had 
many satisfied customers. 
 
Other Trackers participating in set-up and/or 
take-down included Don R., David B. and John 
R. Their help was much appreciated. If there 
was a prize for the longest train at the show, the 
award would go to David B. hands down. In 
addition, this was John R.’s first time working 
and running at a show. The smile on his face 
was as big, if not bigger than the kids looking at 

his brand new Alaska railroad passenger train with vista dome – a reproduction of the train that 
he actually rode a few years ago in Alaska. Kids were also thrilled with the appearance of 
Thom’s Thomas the Tank Engine and James. Thom asked me to get Thomas and James running 
for him as he was tied up for a few minutes with the S layout. This turned out to be a learning 
experience as a new Trackmaster – how was I supposed to know that each engine pulled specific 
cars, in a specific order. The kids were the first to notice my mistake. 
 
Thom had trouble running his new Yankee Flyer, but his 50 year old Zephyr worked fine and 
was a nice addition. Joe’s Polar Express was also a crowd pleaser. Various Virginian trains also 
made frequent stops at Fairfax Station – Frank’s coal train, John’s boxcar train, and Rich’s 
mixed freight cars.  
 
Overall a very successful event and show. The attendance numbers were 629 on Saturday and 
362 on Sunday. Next year’s show will be on 7-8 December 2013. Special thanks to Assistant 
Trackmasters John M. and Thom McK. for their help.  
 
 
Rich Colton 
Trackmaster 
 


