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After a notably mild winter and a notable rainy early spring, a National Capital Trackers (NCT) 
[http://www.nattrackers.org/] show in the month of May got off to a great start at the Chantilly Regional 
Public Library in Chantilly Virginia. [http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/ch/] This show 
represents the fifth annual event in a unique venue and alignment with the celebration of National Train 
Day (NTD).  [http://www.nationaltrainday.com/s/, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Train_Day]    
 
Setup 

Setup started around 4pm on a Friday afternoon with the Trackmaster and other members getting things 
underway.  John M was joined by Bob E with his significant other Dee and soon thereafter by fellow 
trackers Frank H, Thom M, Gil B, Justin K, Joe  L, Bob and John E.  Rick E dropped off the VA club 
trailer a little while later.  Set-up went smoothly and a bit faster than before with trains running around 
5:55 pm for completion of the 20'x28' layout.  The upgraded power module was installed by Justin to 
check the operation of the new Z4000 transformers, DCS TIU, TMCC and DCS WiFi components.  
DCS WiFi operation worked without any hitches.  Setup stopped by around 6:30pm with most modules 
and corners being populated with buildings, scenery, trains, and other displays.  Setup continued the 
following morning starting around 8:00am with Jack’s modules being swapped in for John’s and the 
club corners being decorated.  The Tracker's banner was displayed outside the library entrance for 
additional awareness to library patrons. 
 

Show Operations 

Trains started running around 9am on on-and-off rainy Saturday in preparation for a 10am show opening 
to waiting patrons as soon as the library opened.  A number of train enthusiasts were in attendance along 
with their parents.  Feedback from a few of these spectators was that their attendance was specifically to 
view the train layout.  Through the entire day there were a slow but steady stream of spectators viewing 
the layout and asking members questions about their scenery, engines, trains, rolling stock, National 
Train Day and the National Capital Trackers club.  Train operations went smoothly all day except for a 
few minor issues, Joe L and Gil B engines not working on the layout.  Some members used their 
iPhones or an iPAD to control their trains versus the DCS handhelds.  Frank displayed his custom Reece 
pieces loader/dispenser while Gil had his “bridge” module.  Jake E joined in the activities around noon 
for a while.   
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An estimated 100 visitors viewed the layout during the one day, seven hour show.   

This show provided over 21 total hours of running time on three independent tracks, with most trains 
running over an hour on the same track.  With the ample space inside the layout for staging, train 
switching operations among members were executed smoothly and quickly.  Small layouts such as this 
one can operate very nicely without a yard.  During the show, most tracks were running a single train 
with the occasional track occupied by a classic freight with Thomas or the Green Volkswagen “Beetle” 
in close pursuit. A mixture of DCS, TMCC and convention trains were run throughout the day with most 
being “freight”.  Use of the club’s wide radius curves allows large engines and long freight cars to 
traverse the layout without incident.  There were no DCS or TMCC issues encountered during the show.  
Two donation boxes were placed on adjacent corners with a favorable reception. 

Takedown 

Layout take-down started around 4:30pm with the usual scenery and accessories leading the way.   With 
the show ending at 5pm, the take-down was completed very smoothly around 6:15pm with the trailer 
loaded and ready for return to its resting place which occurred around 7pm that evening. 

The Chantilly Library staff extended an invitation to the Trackers to return next year during National 
Train Day, 13th May 2017. 
 
Thanks to all who participated and attended.  ☺ 
 
John M., Trackmaster 
22 May 2016 
 

 


