
Team, 

What a stunning professional effort we put on for the Residents and Staff of the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home (AFRH.)  Everyone I spoke with was so pleased.  The clatter of running trains, 
the villages and towns/factories along the train tracks, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution(DAR) ladies there with punch/cookies and comforting chat, the train magazines 
reminding all the trains of the past and present, the nearby great chow and the five lunch tickets 
provided by the Home, all together make a fine two-day exciting event for our vet heroes.   

Be so very proud: we made a difference.  Administer Shaun Servais and his staff were clearly 
caught up in all the excitement of the train days. 

I’m proud to announce that Tracker Bill Knapp has volunteered to take over the duties of the 
Trackmaster for the National Capital Trackers (NCT) at the AFRH. Bill has long experience in 
trains, modular layouts and teamwork. He knows our event very well. We are very lucky to have 
Bill on the team. Bill has been driving down from Kennett Square, PA for the event (he stays 
with a friend while here.)  Bill’s modules were on the front/right side of the layout from the 
Community Center entrance door.  I am honored to have been asked to remain as liaison between 
the NCT and the AFRH and hope to be around for many more events. 

The alternate facts about the 11:59 AM start of running trains on the Tracker railroad were that 
the patrons on the 1929 Blu Comet Party Express Train to Atlantic City guzzled all the cold gin 
before starting time and pulled the emergency rope stopping progress. The engineer was hot and 
it took time to replenish the “liquid courage” supply. Truthfully, we had a combo of electric 
shorts one of the 90 Degree corners. It mystified us as everything checkout during inspection. 
Chick and Dr. Bill removed that one part corner and its same-sized companion from the opposite 
corner of the layout and replaced them with two-part corners. Good that we had a spare set with 
us. Sorry for the delay.    

We are all thrilled about the special donation AFRH resident, Roger Polhemus. gave the National 
Capital Tracker Club.  His check of $1000 dollars will help us immensely with operations, 
repairs and new Club equipment. Additionally, a fellow saw the AFRH video’s by Bill 
Hakkarian on O-Gauge Railroading web site and wants to make a donation.  

At this time, there are 380 residents in the complex. This number goes up and down depending 
on the situation. I believe the max is 800 residents.  We operate in the Community Center of the 
Scott building. This is a huge well lit room located next to the chow hall, so our vets can eat and 
then visit us. Perfect.  They even had recording of Elvis playing during our event. Did I mention 
how good the chow was? Did all find the ice cream/frostee bar in the back corner of the chow 
hall? 

We held a post-event (hot wash) meeting right after the event closed (Me with Roger and 
Constance) This was followed by a Tracker Team dinner at the Hitching Post. 

 The outcomes: 



We suggested that we change the hours of the two days. We watched how the residents attended 
and think we could serve better by: 

Day 1:  Operating 10:00AM-4PM (We are most happy for the Residents to visit us as we 
are assembling the show on the first morning. They are always fascinated by all the “magic 
work” that gets accomplished and how quickly things jump into place.)  Constance has agreed to 
this. 

Day 2: 9AM to 3PM. (we promise to have something operating until 3PM for the late 
arrivals.) Constance agreed. 

We would like to get the event for 2017 scheduled. We and the AFRH prefer late      
March/early April time frame. Possible dates? 

The group would like to change to a weekend event and the staff said this would be 
possible but we need to get it on the calendar of events. Weekends fill up quickly so we need to 
decided what weekend options are best for us and coordinate with AFRH to get on the AFRH 
schedule. The weekend would be much better for us traveling to and from the event and it would 
make it more available to other Trackers who do not have the options of participating on a 
weekday. The DAR ladies also though this would be a better option for them as they have many 
ladies who are not available during the week to participate and would like to do the event. 
Residents would have more free time to enjoy the trains. The staff said they did not see an issue 
as we are very self-sufficient. 

Based on the Administrator’s question, the AFRH will lock the doors to the Community 
Center the night we leave the leave things in place (we have had absolutely no problems with 
security any time). 

Pastor John came by to check on us and stayed quite a while chatting with all and playing trains 
with my prewar Lionels.  He discovered rather quickly the big adult fingers don’t function well 
on tiny Lionel 1923-1936 latch couplers! Lionel stated that the couplers were much improved 
from the old-style hook couplers. (Not necessarily true as I have the dickens of a time making 
them work as well.). Golly he was such a pleasure to be around. 

Team, please get you photos in to Mike Fistere and myself. Copies need to go to Constance as 
well for distribution at the Home. 

I wanted to make special mention of the coffee and donuts provided by the food service folks. 
Most welcome and particularly after a harrowing ride in. We might reduce the number of 
doughnuts to help us keep the event from broadening us.) 

Isn’t it great to have the DAR ladies involved!! They add class to the event and a welcomed 
listening ear to our vets. Whatta great team!! 

Points of Contact: 

AFRH 



Administrator: Shaun Servais 

Ron Kartz: Chief, Resident Services, 

Armed Forces Retirement Home-W 

202-541-7620 
        <Ronald.Kartz@afrh.gov>; 

 

 
 

Constance Maziel, Lead Recreation Specialist 

Armed Forces Retirement Home  
3700 N. Capitol St. NW #570 
Washington, D.C. 20011-8400 
Phone 202-541-7637 
<Constance.Maziel@afrh.gov>; 
 

 

National Capitol Tracker members on the team: 
 

Track master: Bill Knapp banknapp@gmail.com   3 modules and running trains 

Assistant track master: Chick Keenan chkeenan@hermitcoverailroad.org  7 modules and 
running trains 

Liaison to AFRH: Clem Clement, 703-830-5597 <clem.clement@cox.net>   Running trains 

Mike Smith: running trains 

Phil Barbara: running trains 

Mike Fistere: 4 Modules and running trains 

Chuck Pestacchi: 2 Modules and running trains 

Bill Hakkarinen: 4 Modules and running trains 

Martin Dougherty: 1 Module and running trains 

Jim McDermott: Running trains 



Geezer Gate: 1 module equivalent. The gate lets us old folk enter the layout area without 
crawling under the tracks.) 

 

Total: 22 modules (In 2016 we had 14 modules) 

 

 

DAR 

Washington Chapter: Janet McFarland, Regent 

<jmcfarland@retrospectpublishing.com>; 
 

DC Chapter: Beverly Tomb,  

<bnbtomb@gmail.com> 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 

 

  Comments from all: 

Early in the show, a Vet came in and was talking about trains of his youth. I gave him a repainted Lionel 
807 caboose to hold. The mist of good times long ago came across his face. He handled the little toy 
with kid-glove hands expressing that he had a highly valuable item in his hands and it was: A link to the 
days of yore and the good times. A toy like perhaps those of his childhood and therefore something to 
cherish and remember his youth. Clem 

Several residents mentioned the old trains and still have them packed away somewhere. Another thread 
was that a neighbor had better trains than they did (Ronnie and David in my neighborhood had much 
better trains than I. One shared and one did not.)  Early in the show, a Vet came in and was talking about 
trains of his youth. I gave him a repainted Lionel 807 caboose to hold. The mist of good times long ago 
came across his face. He handled the little toy with kid glove hands expressing that he had a highly 
valuable item in his hands and it was: A link to the days of yore and the good times: A toy like those of 
his childhood and therefore something to cherish and remember good times long way back in his 
memory.  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you, Clem, for organizing this again, and thanks to all the Trackers for setting up such an 
amazing show.  You really captivate the residents!   



 
I loved having a chance to chat with so many of them, especially two WWII veterans who were 
sharp as can be and walking without even a cane!  Harry F. Miller (88) told me all about the 
Sherman M4 Tank that he served in, using the model that was part of the train scenery towards 
the right as you came in.  And Miriam Rivkin (94), a WAC from Tulsa, OK, served in a photo 
lab in Calcutta as part of the Burma-India campaign. 

A really special event! 

Beverly Tomb 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Good Morning NCT Members, 

Glad this was a successful visit for use, I know our Residents enjoyed it. We look forward to 
what next year brings and open to any new ideas you may have. 

  

I understand our Administrator (Shaun Servais) got caught up with some of the train buzz also.. 

  

Again thanks for coming out and providing a spark from the past for our Residents! 

  

Ron Kartz 

Chief, Resident Services 

Armed Forces Retirement Home-W 

202-541-7620 

Thank you all again for your dedication to our Veterans and for continuing the National Capital 
Trackers tradition here at AFRH. We truly appreciate you. I have attached Robert onto this 
email so that he can have the information you provided. Thank you! 

Constance Maziel  
Lead Recreation Specialist 
Armed Forces Retirement Home  
3700 N. Capitol St. NW #570 
Washington, D.C. 20011-8400 



Phone 202-541-7637 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Videos from Tuesday at AFRH can be seen here: 
 
http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/more-from-the-armed-forces-retirement-home 
 
Bill Hakkarinen 
 

See O Gauge Railroading… 
 
http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/the-patriot-runs-for-the-patriots 
 
Hakk= 

 

See you all next year, 

Clem Clement 

Trackmaster emeritus 

  



 


